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the daily accounts of warlike conflict, whilst the conversation
of our country neighbours, when we met, really had no other
colour than, that which, " the map of France" suggested.

Neither Grote nor myself could help leaning to the side of
the Germans, who had done all in their power to avoid this
terrible appeal to the sword, whilst the French Government
had sedulously striven to provoke it.

The pause, which of necessity supervened after the fall of
Sedan, excited some hope that an end of blood-shedding
might be looked for. But our humane sympathies became
yet more painfully affected when the war was rashly pro-
longed, and it was obvious that the miseries endured by
France caused the Historian extreme pain to witness. " Poor
France!" he would .exclaim to himself, sometimes, when
wading through the cruel chronicle of the slaughter.

In Octob.er we went to spend a few days at Kingston Hall,
with our dear friends Lord and Lady Belper. Lord Bomilly
was to have met us. there, but the unexpected death of his
worthy brother Edward, deprived us of this pleasure. We
came back to Bidgeway, from Kingston, and passed a tranquil
autumn, receiving our accustomed guests there occasionally.
Again George would say, while he looked through the Times
paper, "Poor France, I shall never see thee again! I could
not bear to revisit her, indeed, humbled in the dust as
she is."

At this period my husband's general health was apparently
such as to afford ground for regarding his constitution as
substantially unimpaired, and for anticipating for him yet
many years of life. At the same time, there were certain
indications of a falling off in the capacity of cerebral labour:
not that Mr. Grote's intellect showed any signs of change-
quite othenyise, for it shone out as clear and comprehensive
as ever when occasion arose. I would remark that the habit
of " taking a nap," which had always been found salutary to
him, became more frequently indulged in than heretofore.

Passing into his study of a morning, even when he had
been at work for no more than an hour or two, ".to see how heugust.on Gardens. govern Ireland otherwise than
